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Jaipur: Now the hearing in matter of encroachments in Ramgarh dam will be made by division bench of Rajasthan High court. A single-bench of Justice Manish Bhandari while hearing the application of state government made strict comments on its style of functioning and sent the matter to the Chief Justice.
The high court while taking a suo moto cognizance had kept the decision reserved on March 13.
Before the single bench could deliver the judgment on Monday, the state government filed an application stating that single bench did not had the right to hear into the matter.
The division bench had last year ordered that if a single bench takes suo moto cognizance then it should send the matter for hearing to the Chief Justice. The court said that the government should tell before the hearing on what it did on the assurances given by chief secretary last hearing.
The court summoned chief secretary on urgent basis after government was not able to reply and said that why contempt action should not be taken against it. The state’s Chief Secretary C K Mathew appeared in the court in few a minutes.
The CS informed that the proposal was thought over but no action was taken.
Expressing disappointment on this, the court commented that the government was misleading the court. During the hearing, the court asked the advocate general G S Bapna what problem the government has been facing in the implementation on section 16 of the Tenancy Act.
Reprimanding chief secretary and advocate general, the high court said that the work of government related to Ramgarh Dam is unsuitable.
The single bench also said that the court had to give the judgment on Monday and the decision was written also but the court is not giving its verdict due to the application filed by the government.
The court while sending the matter in a sealed envelope to chief justice also sent its decision which it had decided to deliver today.
During the last hearing, C K Mathew had assured the court that he would personally inspect and make proposal afresh in court.
Before single bench could deliver judgment on Monday, the state govt filed an application stating single bench did not have the right to hear into the matter.
The division bench had last year ordered that if a single bench takes suo moto cognizance then it should send the matter for hearing to the Chief Justice.
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Ramgarh’s fate holds water for Rajasthan
 
 
[image: http://images.bhaskar.com/web2images/www.dailybhaskar.com/2012/03/14/images/images_f.jpg]
 
Jaipur: Taking a stern view of the non-implementation of its orders on freeing the Ramgarh dam of encroachers, the Rajasthan high court on Tuesday extended its orders on the Jaipur dam to all reservoirs in state. The court, while addressing a battery of bureaucrats led by chief secretary CK Mathew, was emphatic in its view that water bodies should be rendered free of squatters and ordered that its August 2011 ruling on the dried up reservoir in Jaipur would now be effective in entire state. 
In light of its orders on the Ramgarh dam, the single bench of justice Manish Bhandari, also directed the state government to constitute monitoring committees to keep a watch over encroachments in water bodies in all districts. 
In its August 2011 ruling, the same court had directed the government to restore Ramgarh dam to its original status on August 15, 1947. The court had directed several government departments to take out a collective drive against the squatters and clear the catchment area of the dam. The court had also set up a monitoring committee to report on the implementation of its order. 
As many as nine senior IAS officers and department heads including chief secretary CK Mathew were present in the hearing. The court questioned the government's failure to rid the Ramgarh dam of illegal occupants despite its l Turn to p4
HC tells govt that its orders to restore Ramgarh reservoir to its original status in 1947 now applicable to entire state
Court directs govt to constitute monitoring committees in all districts to report on the status of water bodies 
Chief secy CK Mathew sought more time from the court in light of the ongoing Budget session of the Assembly. There are resources like police force, but what is the government doing? Does the government want to spread Gundaraj by protecting the encroachers?
—Justice Manish Bhandari
------------------------------
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Jaipur dated TNN Mar 14, 2012, 06.49AM IST
HC flays officials for flouting law in Ramgarh dam case

JAIPUR: Senior officials of the government, including chief secretary C K Mathew, faced the ire of the high court on Tuesday as it criticized the government for its failure in restoring the water bodies of the state as directed by the court earlier in the Ramgarh dam case.
On Tuesday, the court opened the sealed envelope containing the Action Taken Report on the illegal encroachments near water bodies, submitted to it on Monday. The report also contained the minutes of the meeting held under the chairmanship of chief secretary on February 16.
[image: http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/images/pixel.gif]The state government confessed that the catchment areas of rivers, dams, and other water bodies have not only been illegally allocated, but also regularised against the law and the government officials have taken a view that in case the original status of all the water bodies as it existed in 1947 is restored, it will create a law and order problem. As such, the court's order will be complied with only from 2004 when the order was delivered.
The members of monitoring committee, constituted by the court, said that Section 16 of Rajasthan Tenancy Act, 1955 bars allotment of any land of water bodies to any private persons. Despite this, not only many allotments have been made, but the encroachments have also been regularized.
"Officers are meant for implementation of law and not for flauting them. If this continues, it will multiply land mafia and the state will continue to face water scarcity. It is an unfortunate situation that Rajasthan faces droughts consistently but the officials are hardly serious about it," said Justice Bhandari.
Chief secretary Mathew sought some time from the court to take strong action in the matter. Additional advocate general R P Singh assured the court that no stone will be left unturned by the government in maintaining the water bodies.
The court granted time to officials till April 23 and reserved the final and detailed order to be pronounced on that day.
Meanwhile, the court directed state government to constitute district level committees to see that the no land of a water body or belonging to the catchment area of a water unit is used for any other purpose. The court also appreciated role played by additional advocate general R P Singh in the matter. "This court would like to direct the state government to allow Singh to supervise the working of all the district level committees in the state," the court said.
------------------
  Published On March 13, 2012 
CS, 8 officers appear before HC 
Jaipur. Chief Secretary CK Mathew and eight high officials on Tuesday appeared before the High Court here and gave clarifications to the court over the state’s efforts and action plan for removing encroachments in the basin and catchment area of the Ramgarh dam which was used as main source of water supply to Jaipur till a few years ago.
Mathew and eight others, including four Additional Chief Secretaries VS Singh (Environment and Forest), P K Deb (Urban Development), CS Rajan (Rural Development) and Ram Lubhaya (PHED), appeared before the Single bench of Justice Manish Bhandhari in response to the summons issued by the court yesterday.
On Monday, on the directives of the court issued during earlier hearings, the state government had submitted an action plan for the removal of the encroachments and/or constructions and other structures in the basin and catchment area of the reservoir which had obstructed the flow of water and resulted in its drying up.
However, the court had expressed its dissatisfaction over the government’s submission and accordingly summoned the officers concerned.
Earlier too, high officials of the concerned departments along-with the Chief Secretary, were summoned in the court during hearing in this protracted legal battle that initiated in the form of a PIL based on media reports.Agency
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Govt in dock over Ramgarh dam
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Jaipur: Rajasthan High Court has pulled up the state government while hearing the proposals presented over the issue of Ramgarh Dam. The court has summoned chief secretary and several principal secretaries who had drafted the proposal over the dam on Tuesday. Justice Manish Bhandari gave the orders while hearing a case over the encroachment on the Ramgarh Dam. In connection with the implementation of the suggestion given in Abdul Rehman case, the court said that the government makes the law but does not abide by it.
Before sending the suggestions to Cabinet, the government should ensure the suggestions are according to Abdul Rehman case. Court also said that government’s decision should be as per law and not against it. From government’s side, it was said that a meeting was chaired by the chief secretary on February 16 in which suggestions were drafted for sending them to state cabinet. According to them, it was decided to restore rivers and small water bodies to the status of 2004.
Besides this it was decided to regularise the places where people have settled down because it was not possible to shift them from their place. This was the suggestion of special committee. Besides this, according to Section 16 of Tenancy Act, land of water bodies can’t be allotted. 
The court asked why government wants to implement it from 2004. Court said that the government is regularising the encroachment and in a way it is promoting them.
---------------------------------- 
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Lie on Ramgarh Dam and go to jail: HC
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Jaipur: The High Court on Tuesday jolted the government out of its "Kumbhkaran-like slumber" over encroachments near Ramgarh Dam by warning officials of severe punishment if they failed to implement its orders.
Any official who files a wrong affidavit on removal of encroachments will be sent to jail without a minute's delay, the court said.
The court asked the government to produce a compliance report over removal of encroachments on or before March 12.
Justice Manish Bhandari, while hearing the case, said the entire area from the point where water flows down into the Dam is its catchment zone. “Remove all encroachments from this area and file a report,” he said.
Once the lifeline of Jaipur, Ramgarh has become dry over the past five years. The HC had taken cognisance of the problem and had directed the government to clear the way for water to flow into the reservoir. But, officials have failed to comply with the order.
The court also directed the government to give details of land allotted to the NIMS University on Delhi Road. A part of the university is said to be within the catchment area.
The court also criticised the government’s inability to implement a seven-year-old report that had suggested

concrete measures for reviving the dam, comparing its slumber with Kumbhkaran’s sleep. The government submitted to the court a list of who had allotted land in and around Ramgarh for private use. 
=====
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