Water Safety Plan: Self assessment 
Background: 
The delivery of the safe drinking water is vital for protecting public health and promoting more secured livelihood in the rural and urban areas. , However, assessment of water safety is limited to occasional tests of water quality. The most effective means of ensuring regularly the safety of the drinking water is through the use of comprehensive risk management from source to consumer which is termed as Water Safety Plan in the WHO guidelines for drinking water quality (III Edition). 

Primary objectives of WSP practice are the minimization of contamination of source water, ensuring reduction and removal of contamination during treatment process and the contamination during storage, distribution and handling of the drinking water. If the system is theoretically capable of meeting health based targets, the WSP is the management tools which, through systematic steps, assist in meeting these targets practically.
In Nepal three types of system exist, from the water safety point of view. First: systems are safe at source and needs protection at intake and other structures in the system. Second: systems are bacteriologically unsafe at source that require seasonal or all year round chlorination.. Third: systems are heavily contaminated (presence of physical, chemical and bacteriological contaminants) at source that requires treatment plants. 
Based on various pilot works in rural and urban settings, ten steps for Water Safely Plan guideline has been prepared for systematic implementation of WSP. Purpose of this self assessment questionnaire is to help users committee be responsible for management of water supply project and to make them aware of status of the system with the view of water safety. Prior to asking 10 self assessment questions following four questions need also be answered;
· How is users committee doing?  Meets regularly? Makes decision? Acts urgently?
· How are maintenance workers doing? Operates system properly? Does repair  works urgently?  Maintains the system  preventing the  failure or shut down?
· How is Tariff management? Sufficient for maintenance workers? Sufficient for corrections too? Have some deposit in bank for future too?
· If drinking water causing diarrheal disease in the community?

Self assessment questions:
	S.N
	Questions
	Steps

	1
	Is there any concern for WQ? Do we have separate team for looking after safety of water? Does the team aware of water quality and of the way  it can be achieved?
	Team formation

	2
	Do we really understanding the water supply system? Are we familiar with all components from source to taps and its functions? Do we have simplified lay out maps to show?
	System assessment

	3
	Do we know where in the system the contamination takes place or likely to take place? In the source? Storage? Pipeline? Others?
	Hazard analysis

	4
	Are we sure that all the contamination points are well protected? Do we know the required condition of source, tanks, pipelines treatment process for preventing contamination?
	Control measures

	5
	Do we know whether the  all the controls are in place? Is there any schedule for regulation inspection? Who will do that?
	Monitoring plan

	6
	If all corrections needed done in time? Any arrangement for future correction needed to protect the system from contamination?
	Urgent corrective action

	7
	Is our  water tested at source, at reservoir or at tap? Is our water meeting standard i.e. safe for drinking? Are we sure that your protection works are effective?
	Validation of control

	8
	Do we have record of monitoring? Do you verify them? Can you show the test results? 
	Verification system 

	9
	How users feel about safety of drinking water? Are they happy with protection works? Do they drink water from tap without needing alternate treatment? Is there any diarrheal complains from people?
	Assessments of user's satisfaction

	10
	Do we have any document on water quality improvement works or Water Safety Plan activity?
	Documentation
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