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Bermuda	Marine	Debris	Taskforce
Representatives	and	Partner	Organizations
Anne	Hyde Keep	Bermuda	Beautiful
Dr.	Robbie	Smith Bermuda		Aquarium,	Museum	and	Zoo
Dr.	Dörte Horsfield Bermuda	National	Trust
Kyla	Smith Bermuda	Institute	for	Ocean	Sciences
Jennifer	Gray Bermuda	Turtle	Project
Vanese	Gordon Dept.	of	Works	&	Engineering,	WM	Section
Amy	Harvey Bermuda	College	
Jonathan	Starling Greenrock
J.P.	Skinner Waterstart Program
Mel	Ferson Bermuda	Underwater	Exploration	Institute
Weldon	Wade Guardians	of	the	Reef	dive	group
Jennifer	Flood Bda	Environmental	Sustainability	Taskforce	
Judie	Clee Citizen	scientist,	beach	plastic	collector

BMDT	was	founded	in	2010	following	a	visit	from	the	5	Gyres	team



Large	volumes	of	marine	plastic	debris	from	the	North	Atlantic	gyre	
litter	our	beaches	and	coasts.



BMDT’s	Goals
To	promote	awareness	
of	the	impact	of	marine	debris	on	Bermuda,	oceans,	coastlines	and	marine	life.
To	assess	the	quantity	
of	marine	debris	stranding	on	Bermuda’s	coasts	and	beaches.
To	develop	advocacy	initiatives	
to	reduce	Bermuda’s	contributions	to	the	marine	debris	problem.



Promoting	awareness	through:
• School	presentations
• Trash	Art	Shows
• World	Ocean’s	Day	events
• Summer	camp	events
• Recognizing	the	work	of	our	

global	colleagues



Over	the	years,	Bermuda	has	participated	in:
� Assessing	the	quantity…22	years	of	plankton	tow	data	collected	for	
SEA’s	plastic	density	study	(Lavender	Law	et	al.)

� 30	years	of	marine	debris	data	collected	during	annual	International	
Coastal	Cleanup	for	Ocean	Conservancy

� Visits	from:
5	Gyres	Institute	 2010,	2012,	2014,	2015
Race	for	Water	 2015,	2017
Plastic	Change 2015
Plastic	Tides 2015,	2016,	2017
11th Hour	Racing/

Land	Rover	BAR 2017
Parlay	for	the	Oceans 2017
Seakeepers Society 2017



Developing	advocacy	initiatives
Greening	public	events
Promoting	positive	behaviours
Setting	goals	for	sustainable	action

Glastonbury	Festival	(UK)




