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TRANSIT AUTHORITY MAY
REQUIRE HIGHER SALES TAX

B Proposed organization would provide
driving alternatives such as light rail B4
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Charlotte backs Babcock plan

State to review
land-use changes

BY JAMIE PAGE
jpage@news-press.com

Despite objections from some
residents and staff members,
Charlotte County leaders took
another step Wednesday toward
paving the way for a city on Bab-
cock Ranch.

County commissioners voted
4-1 to have the state review
Babcock-related amendments to
the county’s comprehensive

land-use plan.

Most of the people who
showed up were concerned
about traffic problems “and
urban sprawl, and asked com-
missioners to deny developer
Syd Kitson’s request to send the
amendments to the Florida
Department of Community
Affairs.

Others came to urge officials
to move forward on the project
and jump on the opportunity
before them.

Without approval, there was
the risk of the land deal falling
apart. Still, the action doesn’t
commit Charlotte to anything
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but only authorizes sending the
comprehensive plan amend-
ments to the state department of
community affairs for review,
which is the next anticipated
step in the process.

In October, Kitson of West
Palm Beach, who has a contract
to buy all 91,362 acres of Bab-
cock Ranch, submitted amend-
ments to Charlotte’s compre-
hensive plan outlining what he
hopes to amend to accommo~
date building a city for 50,000
from scratch.

“Charlotte’s Community
Development Department
found 36 issues with Kitson’s

application, and recommended
against sending the amend-
ments to the state. Those issues
include incomplete information
on the application and develop-
ment conditions that weren’t
acceptable.

Commissioner Adam Cum-
mings voted against the move,
saying of the proposed develop-
ment, “we've heard these
promises before ... and look how
that turned out. We hope we can
learn from history.”

Most commissioners said
they still had concerns about the
application and would continue
to work with Kitson until it is to

their satisfaction, but they want-
ed to get it to the state to keep
the process on track.
Meanwhile, a group of county
officials and staff will attempt to
work out the kinks with the 36

*objectionable items with Kitson

and his attorney.

Even with the 36 issues out-
standing, Charlotte’s Planning
and Zoning Board last week rec-
ommended sending the changes
to the state. But Community
Development was against it for
several reasons.

For example, Charlotte Coun-
ty planners wanted Kitson to
show that the community won't

news-press.com

® From our archives: Video, photos
and past coverage from Babcock Ranch

create urban sprawl. Communi-
ty Development Director Mike
Konefal said Kitson hasn't
shown that yet.

Allie Boyd, a member of Bab-
cock Preservation Partnership,
which has made it their mission
to fight for preserving as much
of the land as possible, said she
was against the move partly

® See BABCOCK B2




CABINET OKS
BABGOGK DEAL

State will buy 73,000 acres for
$35() million' developer’s next

state history on
Tuesday, agreeing to pay
$350 million to buy more
than 73,000 acres of the Bab-
cock Ranch, home to the
Florida panther and other en-
dangered species.

While endorsing the pur-
chase, Gov. Jeb Bush and
Cabinet members said they
hope the state Legislature
agrees to use cash to close
the deal, saving the state mil-
lions of dollars in interest
and keeping enough money
in the state’s Florida Forever
program to buy other envi-
ronmental hnd projects
around the state.

“This is historic,” said At-
torney General Charlie
Crist. “Teddy Roosevelt
would certainly be proud of
what Florida is doing to pre-
serve this land for future gen-
erations. It's the right thing
to do.”

A majority of environmen-
tal groups praised the pur-
chase.

“We're going to protect a
piece of Old Flor ida that’s
rapidly vanishing.” said Pre
ston Robertson of Flori-
da Wildlife Federation.

The purchase of the land
i arlotte and Lee coun-

viron-
mentally critical because it
will simultancously protect
endangered animals, pre
serve the Telegraph Swamp
and provide a vital link in a
natural land corridor stretch-
ing from Lake Okeechobee
to Charlotte Harbo:

In addition, it will save
= e
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The road to protection for 74,000 acres
of rare ranch property not an easy one

By JOE FOLLICK

TALLAHASSE} The
state sealed the deal Monday
the purchase of 74,000
acres of Babcock Ranch, end
g a six-year process that re

for

sulted in the state's largest pur
chase of land for environmen-
tal protection

I can't begin to describe
how great this feels,” said an
emotional Eva Armstrong, di
rector of the Division of State
Lands for the Florida Depart-

ment of Environmental Protec
hon

Armstrong grabbed the deed
from the hands of Syd Kitson at
2 press conference in the Capi
tol on Monday marking the offi-
cial close of the purchase. Kit-
son will develop nearly 15,000
acres of the property, creating
# new city in Charlotte and Lee

countics

The $350 million purchase
] uninter
ed corridor of protected
rom Lake Okecchobee to

of Mexico, The land,
as a work

i
provides an almost

Gulf

" N
which will continue
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da panther, the Florida b
bear and Telegraph St

“Babcock Ranch is prot
the most important, and cer
tainly the largest, investment
Florida's ever mad
our environmen
Eric Draper, Au
da vice |‘:|“.i.!rnf

T

* 1O protect
ands. ™ said

ubon of Flori

¢ road 1o the pure hase was
not smooth. Persuading the Flor-
ida Cabinet and the Legislature
to spend $350 million was not a
hard sell. But a lawsuit filed by

the Sierra Club threatened the
plan until an agreement was
reached last month,

I'he agreement
more than 1,600 homes to be
«d toward less environ
mentally sensitive land, and re

quires all homes

requires
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