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Un bateau révolutionnaire, une mission capitale pour les océans

Press release
Lausanne, Thursday 8 February 2018

Race For Water approaching the Panama Canal

before linking up with Panama City
and the SUEZ Group, our partner for this stopover

The Race For Water vessel, ambassador of the eponymous Foundation, is
continuing its odyssey and is currently approaching the Panama Canal, before
making for Panama City in the latter part of next week.

This first Pacific stopover will be punctuated by a collaboration with the SUEZ
Group, which has had a presence in Central America for over 10 years. During
this four-day partnership an extensive programme will be rolled out to raise
awareness about preserving the oceans and the problems with processing
plastic waste with the support of Panama City.

The Panama Canal, from the Atlantic to the Pacific

Having set sail from Pointe-a-Pitre in Guadeloupe on 28 January 2018, Race For
Water, the catamaran powered by a mixture of different energies — wind, sunshine and
hydrogen —is making for Panama and the gateway to the Pacific. This voyage will have
enabled the crew to further test the efficiency of the boat’s kite propulsion in downwind
conditions.

On 10 February, the catamaran Race For Water will enter the Canal and begin making
her way up the Isthmus of Panama on Friday 16 February, once the usual regulatory
formalities have been fulfilled. The 100% ecological vessel will reach the country’s
capital and Fuerte Amador, her stopover port, late in the day on Sunday 18 February.



The SUEZ Group, Panama stopover partner from 20-28 February

Sharing a common vision, the Race For Water Foundation and the SUEZ Group have
decided to join forces for the iconic passage along the Panama Canal. With extensive
support from Panama City itself, this collaboration is coloured by their mutual
conviction that there are solutions to combat plastic pollution and that the latter needs
to be implemented on shore. Once it makes it into the oceans, the plastic deteriorates
and coming up with a plan to collect it all becomes a somewhat utopian ideal. However,
to ensure the effectiveness of these solutions, it is absolutely essential to raise
awareness about the pollution and educate the local populations, and the children in
particular.

With these objectives in mind, the SUEZ Group and the Race for Water Foundation
are together organising a 4-day event called “RESIDUOS RECICLADOS, OCEANOS
LIMPIOS” (Recycled waste, clean oceans). It is an approach aimed at opening a
discussion on the challenges of preserving the oceans in a region of the Caribbean,
which is experiencing a fast-developing economy, industry and tourism, but where
less than 30% of waste is recycled.

Through conferences, a student seminar and an open day, this project intends to have
regional scope thanks to input from both local and international speakers.

Marco Simeoni, President of the Race For Water Foundation: “Were delighted at
the prospect of being welcomed by and working with the Suez group in Panama, which
is one of the major protagonists in waste management and has a global view of the
problems affecting the whole of Central America”.

Programme for the Race For Water vessel

from 9 to 15 February: Race For Water on stand-by at the entrance to the Panama
Canal

from 16 February to 18 February: passage along the Panama Canal

from 18 to 28 February: Stopover in Fuerte Amador in Panama City,

28 February: Set sail for Peru

MEDIA INFO: We’ll be sending the media some video footage and photos of
Race For Water and her passage along the Panama Canal on Saturday 17 or
Sunday 18 February.

If you’re interested in receiving this content, please let us know via:
caroline.muller@raceforwater.org

A pre-alert will be sent to you 48hrs before the passage along the Canal.




Joint programme of activities with the SUEZ Group

Day 1 - 22 February: Work session on solid waste management in Panama City with
university students.

Day 2 - 23 February: Press conference and exhibitions on the theme of the protection
of the oceans in Panama and Colombia.

Day 3 - 24 February:
- Public open day — Tours of the boat following participation in a competition.
- Conference at the Biomuseo

Day 4 - 25 February: Special in-house day for SUEZ’s associates to promote the
protection of the oceans.

ABOUT

SUEZ

With some 90,000 associates spanning five continents, SUEZ is a world leader in
intelligent and sustainable resource management. The Group provides solutions for
managing water and waste, thus enabling towns, cities and industries to optimise their
own resource management and improve on their environmental and economic
performance in line with the regulations in force. In order to respond to the challenges
related to quality and availability, SUEZ is fully committed to the resource revolution.
Making the most of the potential of digital technologies and innovative solutions, the
Group is able to recover 17-million tonnes of waste a year and produces 3.9-million
tonnes of secondary raw material, as well as 7 TWh of local and renewable energy. It
also conserves water resources by supplying 58-million inhabitants with sanitation
services and by reusing 882-million m3 of waste water. In 2016, SUEZ had a turnover
of 15.3 billion Euros.

The Race For Water Foundation

Race for Water is continuing its round the world mission with the Race for Water
Odyssey 2017-21; an expedition at the service of science, education and solutions with
a vessel that demonstrates the effectiveness of energy transition, powered solely by
the ocean, the sun and the wind... The Race for Water Foundation is an organisation
dedicated to the preservation of the water and the oceans in particular. Today, under
serious threat from plastic pollution, this vital life resource must be protected. As a
result, the foundation has set itself the objective of identifying, promoting and assisting
with the implementation of solutions to recover illicit plastic waste, which creates fresh
sources of income for those populations most affected by this pollution. Through an



innovative approach inspired by the circular economy and social entrepreneurship, the
Race for Water Foundation is thus preventing plastic waste from even entering the
waterways and polluting our oceans.

MEDIA CONTACT

RACE FOR WATER ODYSSEY and the Race For Water Foundation

Caroline MULLER
Caroline.muller @raceforwater.org
+33 (0)6 83 00 83 83

SUEZ

Céline MUZART
celine.muzart@suez.com
+33 01 58 81 21 06

Maéva TESAN
maeva.tesan@suez.com
+507 6488-2919
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